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“When I have a room 
full of dancers, I have 

every possibility.
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UMB Performs Nutcracker 
for Sold Out Audiences



“Last night I took my little girls to the Nutcracker 

performance. My 4 year old was attentive of 

the program the entire time. She wanted to 

run up on stage and dance with all of what she 

called Pretty Magic Princesses. I personally was 

moved, what your dancers did was create magic 

last night. Enough I feel that my daughter will 

remember her entire life. I also have a 6 year old. 

She was dancing in her seat the entire time.”

- Elijah Lanza

“I thoroughly enjoyed Utah 

Metropolitan Ballet’s Nutcracker! 

This was my first time going and I 

immediately recognized the timeless 

display of culture and performance, 

not previously known in my 

experience. It was great!”

- Jake Mitchell
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GUEST 
ARTIST 
WOWS 
AUDIENCE



LINDON, UTAH, December 2021 - 
Utah Metropolitan Ballet is excited 
to welcome principal guest artist 
Alexey Minkin for the 2021 Nutcracker 
performance.

Alexey Minkin was born and raised in 
the city of Kazan, Russia. He finished 
his studies at the internationally 
renowned ballet school Perm State 
Choreographic College in Perm, Russia. 
Soon after he graduated he was hired 
to dance as a soloist at the Kremlin 
Ballet in Moscow where he performed 
all the classical and contemporary 
repertoire of the company and was 

UMB Welcomes 
Incredible Guest 
Artist

able to perform on important stages 
both nationally, at the Kremlin Palace 
and the Bolshoi Theater in Moscow, 
and also internationally, at the Covent 

Garden in London, Champs-Elysees in 
Paris and many more. He later moved 
to Latin America where he performed 
both soloist and principal roles for 
the best companies in the area like 
Ballet Teresa Carreño in Caracas, 
Venezuela and Ballet de Santiago in 
Chile. As a professional dancer, he 
has participated in many international 
galas and festivals in many theaters 
around the world. He was also a 
finalist at the First International Ballet 
Competition in Riga, Latvia and is 
also the recipient of the “Crowd’s 
Favorite” Prize at the Perm Ballet 
School Competition. Today Alexey is a 
Ballet dancer with Dimensions Dance 
Theater of Miami and a resident guest 
dancer with Ballet Arts in Lake Worth, 
Florida, Western Ballet in Mountain 
View, California and Brevard Ballet 
in Melbourne, Florida. His repertoire 
includes The Nutcracker, Don Quixote, 
Corsaire, Swan Lake, Esmeralda Pas de 
Deux, and many more.
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FAMILIES 
AFFECTED 
BY AUTISM
Families who have children with autism often miss out 
on normal family activities most people take for granted. 
Because their children struggle to behave in socially 
acceptable ways, it can be impossible to attend plays, musical 
performances, and other shows that families enjoy together.

But Utah Metropolitan Ballet (UMB) is doing its part to 
help change that.

Every year, UMB presents a full-scale professional 
production of the enchanting holiday classic, 
Nutcracker. And every year, we offer one full night’s 
performance free to families affected by autism.

This will be the eighth year we have offered this 
performance, and demand has grown far beyond our 
ability to accommodate. 

This year, Utah Metropolitan Ballet has received requests 
for over 1250 tickets, with more coming in every day. With 
each night of Nutcracker costing $17,000 to produce, 
available funding has limited them to just one free show.

FREE PERFORMANCE 
OF NUTCRACKER FOR





Paul Richardson, who serves on the 
UMB Board of Trustees and plays 
Mother Ginger in the show, said the 
free performance was inspired by a 
conversation he had with the mother 
of a child with autism.

“She said how hard it was for them 
to do anything – to go out to eat, 
to go out to a movie. Everywhere 
they’d go, they felt judged.” 

Eventually, they stopped going places.

So Paul proposed doing the free 
show, and it has been growing in 
popularity ever since.

Carolyn, the mother of a child with 
autism, said her family appreciated 
being able to see the beautiful 
holiday production without having 
to worry. 

“Typically we can’t do things as 
a family like other families do,” 
she said. “For him to process the 
experiences he needs to be able to 
get up and move and make noise, 
so we don’t get to do things as a 
family very often because it’s very 
disruptive for everyone else.”

But the Nutcracker show for families 
affected by autism was different. “We 
didn’t have to shush him, we didn’t 
have to take him out. It was really fun 
for the family just to be able to go and 
be ourselves and just enjoy.”



The most meaingful 
opportunity I have 
ever experienced.”

Dancers also love doing the  
autism show.

Mallory Moon Wilson, former 
principal artist with the company, 
said the autism show is one of her 
favorites. “The most meaningful 
opportunity that I have ever 
experienced performing with the 
company comes from the autism 
show. There’s something about it 
that is magical.”

Paul said that during the show, kids 
run up and down the aisles and yell 
at the dancers from their seats, and 
everyone loves it. “Because no one 
is judging – no one cares. In fact, we 
love it. It makes it even more fun to 
have the interaction with the crowd.”

And Richardson speaks from 
firsthand experience.

When you go to watch the show 
you’ll see either him or his equally 
tall brother, Ryan, on the stage, 
dressed in a garishly loud dress with 
gaudy makeup, walking on stilts, 
playing the role of Mother Ginger. 

“

Written by: Autumn Cook
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WHO DON’T  
ACTUALLY 
DANCE!

MEET OUR FAVORITE 
NUTCRACKER STARS

When you think of your favorite Nutcracker 
roles, who comes to mind? Is it the Sugar 
Plum Fairy? Or the Nutcracker Prince?  
Or Clara or the Snow Queen?



Or maybe your favorite is one of the two 
big stars who don’t actually dance any 
traditional ballet steps. 

Godfather Drosselmeyer and Mother 
Ginger play prominent roles that are 
remembered as audience favorites every 
year, reminding us that a ballet showcases 
both dance and drama as part of its 
intricate artistry.

In Utah Metropolitan Ballet’s production 
of Nutcracker, the three men who play 
these two roles are indispensable parts  
of the magic of this holiday favorite.





Eric Ascione played his first major role in Nutcracker two years 
ago, lighting up the stage in the role of Russian. He played 
Godfather Drosselmeyer for the first time last year.

Drosselmeyer is a toymaker who brings the beloved nutcracker to 
Clara on the night of her parents’ Christmas party. He is featured 
prominently in the first act, appearing again later in the show as 
he directs the magic that draws Clara into the enchanted world  
of the Snow Queen and Sugar Plum Fairy.

Eric said he loves playing this role, describing the character as  
“fun, mysterious, crazy.”

“It actually is quite a physical role,” he said, noting that there is 
quite a bit of dance incorporated into the way Drosselmeyer is 
played in UMB’s production. 

“There is a lot of movement associated with Drosselmeyer thanks 
to Chris, which I love!” Christopher Young played the part of 
Drosselmeyer for many years before Eric stepped into the role.

Eric also played the part of the mother in the 2021 spring 
production of UMB’s original comic ballet, La Coquette.

“I love ballet,” he said. “There is nothing better than being able  
to just act in a ballet.”

Eric is also a favorite at Jacqueline’s School of Ballet, where he 
teaches ballroom. Last year, he played the lead in Hale Center 
Theatre’s production of Strictly Ballroom.

“A lot of people say that it’s become a family tradition for their 
whole family to come and watch Nutcracker down at Covey Center. 
It’s a lot of fun just being able to be a part of that tradition.”

Godfather Drosselmeyer

There is nothing better than  
being able to just act in a ballet.”

“





There’s a long-running tradition in 
Nutcracker productions that has the 
role of Mother Ginger being played by 
a large, tall man. 

And UMB has two of the best in this role.

Brothers Ryan and Paul Richardson 
have been playing the part of Mother 
Ginger in UMB’s production for eight 
years. But if you’d told them 8½ years 
ago they’d be in a ballet, they would 
have laughed at you.

“The first time I saw Nutcracker, my 
brother and I left at intermission, 
which we called halftime,” Ryan said. 
While they had grown up doing plays, 
they had never been involved with 
dance and didn’t appreciate it at first.

“Now I’ve been around it and 
understand it, and I’ll stand on the 
side and watch the entire thing 
from the side,” Ryan said. “It’s very 
impressive to see the dancers out 
there – they look perfect and then 
they step off the stage and almost 
collapse because they’re so tired.”

The first time the brothers took part 
in a UMB production was shortly after 

they joined the Board of Trustees. 

“Hey! You should play the ugly 
stepsisters in Cinderella,” someone told 
them. And that’s where it all began. 
Since then, they’ve added the priest in 
Romeo & Juliet and the minister in La 
Coquette to their list of UMB roles.

For the role of Mother Ginger, they 
trade off performances, with one 
helping the other get into costume on 
the night he doesn’t perform.

“It’s just been a blast to get up on 
stage and be funny and try to get the 
audience and dancers to laugh,” Paul 
said. “It’s become a part of my holiday 
tradition – the friends, the people that 
I’ve met.”

Their family still laughs at the fact 
that the two big men are so actively 
involved in ballet.

“We got so many people to come out 
to see Cinderella,” Paul said, “because 
everyone was like, you’re going to be 
in a ballet?! It just shocked people!”

Now, they take turns delighting the 
Nutcracker audience, making people 
laugh every night with their antics at 
Mother Ginger. 

Paul summed it up for everyone. “It’s 
always a thrill to be on stage and bring 
Christmas magic to people.”

Mother Ginger

It’s always a thrill 
to bring Christmas 
magic to people.”

Written by: Autumn Cook

“
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STELLAR 
EVENTS!

LOOKING BACK AT UTAH  
METROPOLITAN BALLET’S
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Sponsored by: Wadley Farms
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FANTASTIC
FEAST
YEAR 3
THE ESCAPE



“I took my family to Utah Metropolitan Ballet’s  

Fantastic Feast not knowing what to expect. 

What can I say? I was completely blown away. 

The activities and actors were phenomenal. 

The drinks, food, entertainment, and gift items 

for purchase were perfectly curated for the 

event. My kids had more fun at this event than 

they had in Harry Potter land at Universal 

Studios. Won’t miss this event again, we’ll be 

there every year to get our HP yearly fix!”

- David Larsen

“From the moment we arrived, we were 

transported to the Wizarding World. 

Every detail - from the venue and feast 

to the activities and wizard shops was 

exquisite and had us believing we had 

received our Hogwarts acceptance 

letters. Even before the night was over, 

our kids were asking if we could go 

again next year.”

Stephanie Ashton
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GALA
A MIDSUMMER 
NIGHT’S DREAM



“We love supporting Utah 

Metropolitan Ballet! Going 

with my daughters to their 

gala every year has been a fun 

tradition for us. Great food, 

beautiful location, fun people, 

and the dancers and dances 

they showcase are always 

absolutely stunning! Aside from 

watching the dancers perform, 

I think our favorite is the gong 

auction! We really get into it 

and get a bit crazy but it is so 

fun when you win! Can’t wait for 

next year!”

- Lychelle Day

“The Utah Metropolitan Ballet’s 

Gala was a stunning event! 

The Midsummer Night-themed 

evening delivered a magical 

experience for all. A delicious 

meal, a beautifully decorated 

castle and an incredible ballet 

performance made the evening 

unforgettable!”

- Cindi Ingersoll
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CLARA’S TEA 
PARTY



“Clara’s Tea Party was so magical. I took my 

granddaughters and they loved the tea party 

treats, the activities and especially watching 

the beautiful ballet company perform. They 

had their photos taken with all the characters 

from the Nutcracker and just loved meeting 

the Sugar Plum Fairy! We will definitely make 

this an annual Christmas tradition!”

- Julie Morrill

“My daughters and I had a wonderful 

time at Clara’s Tea Party! The activities 

were so fun, they especially loved Clara’s 

Christmas Quest and the Royal Guard 

fencing class. The ambiance of Wadley 

Farms Castle made the day feel even 

more special. This was an event that we 

will remember for years to come!”

- Pam P.
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UMB’S  
SPRING 
PRODUCTION 
OF COPPÉLIA
Featuring new sets, 
new costumes and 
new choreography



A Utah Metropolitan Ballet favorite 
will return to the stage this spring 
with all new sets, costumes and 
choreography to delight and entertain 
audiences.

Coppélia – the classic ballet about an 
inventor who designs a beautiful life-
size doll that sets in motion a comic 
series of events – was the first full-
length production Jacqueline Colledge 
choreographed when she organized 
the Utah Youth Ballet in 1979.

This season, Jacqueline will bring 
Coppélia back to the stage with all new 
sets, costumes and choreography. And 
for the first time, the spring production 
will also feature the newly-formed Utah 
Metropolitan Ballet Orchestra.

Written by: Autumn Cook

Coppélia is full of 
beautiful dancing 
and storytelling.”

“Coppélia is full of beautiful dancing and 
storytelling,” Jacqueline said. “It is a love 
story filled with humor and fun. I am 
extremely excited to reimagine my original 
work with all new sets and costumes.”

The set will include a village square 
backdrop that features a bridge 
designed to add visual interest and 
variety to entrances and exits. Dr. 
Coppélius’ workshop will feature a 
balcony, where Coppélia sits when she 
first attracts the attention of Franz.

Nat Reed, technical director for UMB 
and set designer for Coppélia, said 
the final act features a wedding with 
bells and ribbons. He said the tech 
crew will be able to use many of the 
pieces being designed for Coppélia, 
such as tree legs and borders, in future 
company productions.

Coppélia will run Thursday, March 
3 through Saturday, March 5 at the 
Covey Center for the Arts.

“
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MEET OUR 
SPONSORS



Title Sponsors

Sponsors
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UTAH 
METROPOLITAN 

BALLET

THANK YOU  
FOR BEING A 

VALUABLE  
PART OF
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Inspire, enrich, unite, educate 
and captivate your community by 
empowering the art of dance through 
donations and volunteer work.

LEARN MORE
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